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If God could use us to be 
pastors to Pastors, just 
think of all the other  

wonderful things He can do.”
That simple testament of 

faith describes how Dan and 
Nancy Lembke felt when they 
first heard God’s call to join 
His ministry through Pastors 
Retreat Network. Three years 
later, it’s a belief they hold 
more strongly than ever.

In 2001, the Lembkes had 
only heard about Pastors  
Retreat Network and its vital role in 
refreshing and renewing pastors. But they 
certainly weren’t strangers to God’s work. 
As active members of their local church, 
the Lembkes had welcomed pastor  
couples to their Ohio bed-and-breakfast 
inn at reduced rates. But Dan and Nancy 
were excited and humbled upon learning 
that God had even bigger plans for them—
making A Valley View Inn a year-round 
Pastors Retreat Network retreat center. 

A LITTLE HISTORY
Dan and Nancy are deeply connected to 

their community, the church and the land. 
Both were raised on farms in northwest 
Ohio, enjoy helping Dan’s father farm 
his 80 acres and have raised registered 
Belgian draft horses since 1973.  And 
although their career paths took some cir-
cuitous routes over the years—Dan worked 
in the oil-and-gas industry for more than 
35 years; together they raised two children 

and, for 17 years, Nancy drove semi-
trucks—they are delighted with how God is 
using them in His service today. 

Their intentional pursuit of Pastors 
Retreat Network dates back to September 
11, 2001. After that horrific day, tourism 
plummeted. Business was slow at the 
Lembkes’ beautiful Inn. They knew they 
had to make some real changes.  

“The Lord used those tight times to 
make us really look for what we should be 
doing in this world,” Nancy says.

“I had to learn that it didn’t matter what 
man thinks but what God thinks,” said Dan.  
“That’s when I came to realize that what is 
important is God’s ministry.  If we fail, we 
fail. God is still in control.  We do our best. 
That’s all that matters to Him.”  

Through a recommendation from their 
pastor’s wife, Nancy contacted Pastors 
Retreat Network. After a couple of on-site 
visits, some serious strategizing and lots 
of prayer, Pastors Retreat Network named 

A Valley View Inn the non-profit 
organization’s third national retreat 
center in 2003.  And the Lembkes 
started a journey of service that 
continues to inspire and deepen 
their own faith. 

“When people compliment us 
on the work we do at the Inn, 
we know they are seeing the 
Lord and the Holy Spirit within 
us,” Nancy says. “That is such a 
humbling experience.”

COMMON DENOMINATORS
The blessings Dan and Nancy have 

received from working with pastors are 
immense. The Lembkes have learned so 
much about themselves and the Lord.

“In the beginning, we knew pastors 
would enjoy a little time off,” Nancy says. 
“But I don’t think we truly realized their 
deep need for time away from the world to 
reconnect with their callings.”

God is very “hands-on” with guests 
during their visits to A Valley View Inn. Dan 
and Nancy have witnessed time and again 
the mysterious ways in which God works 
during the five-day retreats. 
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Dan and Nancy Lembke at A Valley View Inn in Eastern Ohio
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Retreat Center: A Valley View Inn
Location: Eastern Ohio
Setting: 42 acres of gently rolling hills  
in the farms, fields and woodlands of  
Amish country
Hosts: Dan and Nancy Lembke
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“Although our guests come from a variety 
of backgrounds and denominations, it is 
amazing how God consistently brings  
together people who are seeking guidance 
on similar issues,” Dan says.  Nancy adds, 
“He orchestrates it all better than we ever 
could. Every week, we have the chance to 
serve a group of very different individuals 
who often share a common denominator.”

With Dan leading the daily community  
 

meal, guests have the opportunity to talk 
about and process the work God is doing 
in their lives. They heartened to hear from 
peers who share similar experiences, and 
they are able to build positive relationships 
with others who share a like calling.

“God sends people who in one way or  
another are facing similar challenges—
whether praying a child into His Kingdom, 
dealing with church upheaval, or struggling 
  

personally with testing and trusting,” Nancy 
says. “The pastors look to God for their own 
answers, but it gives them great comfort to 
know that someone else is struggling with 
the same issues.”

“We are not here to counsel or give advice,” 
adds Dan quickly.  “Our sole purpose is to be 
‘signposts’ pointing them to the God that knows 
every detail of their story and is anxious to have 
this time alone with them.”
 

PROVEN RESULTS
The retreat experience doesn’t end when 

the pastors and their spouses say good-
bye. Many guests keep in touch with the 
Lembkes through calls, cards and letters. 
Dan and Nancy are blessed to learn how so 
many make important changes in their lives 
and ministries after returning home. 

“Pastors often come here with heavy 
burdens,” Dan says. “And God always shows 
them how to give those burdens over to Him.”

One unexpected commonality is the  
way God uses the retreat experience to 
prepare pastors and their spouses for  
challenges ahead.

“Many guests tell us they’ve returned 
home only to be confronted by a major 
challenge at their church,” Nancy says. “They 
didn’t realize it at the time, but God was 
using their week at the retreat center to 
prepare them for difficulties to come.”

Although the pastors always connect with 
God during their retreats, it can take time for 
 

them to slow down and listen. “Sometimes it 
takes a day or two to realize that they don’t 
need to feel guilty because they aren’t doing 
something,” says Dan. “Taking time to rest 
and listen to God is doing something and 
it’s very important. I guess that’s why Jesus 
did it often.”

“In their day-to-day world, pastors never 
have much quiet time,” Nancy adds. “They 
too often define themselves and their worth 
by what they do—ministering, preaching 
and serving. They sometimes have trouble 
realizing that just resting and opening a 
connection with God is one of the best ways 
to serve Him.”

If there is one consistent message the 
Lembkes hear from everyone who walks out 
the door, it is this: Time alone with God is 
something they should have done a long time 
ago—and something they vow to keep doing.

“Our guests leave with a renewed commit-
ment to their own spiritual health. No longer 
will they let the world crowd out their time 
with God,” Nancy says. “As a result of their 
week of retreat, they put God back in His 
rightful place as first on their list of priorities.”

One unique aspect of the retreat experience at 
 A Valley View Inn is the Lembkes’ involvement in 
the local  Amish community. The  Amish are more 
than neighbors; they are friends. Guests are often 
treated to traditional  Amish fare, such as home-
made bread, roasted chicken and date pudding.”
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 “The work Pastors Retreat Network does 
is so awesome. If we stay out of the 
Holy Spirit’s way, He does everything 
so perfectly. God knows the depths 
of the pastors’ hearts better than we 
ever could—even better than they know 
themselves. And He speaks to each 
pastor personally. We are blessed to be 
a witness to this.”

 —Dan and Nancy Lembke
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WHAT  PASTORS  RETREAT  
NETWORK  MEANS  TO  US

THREE  PATHS

Like the other Pastors Retreat Network  
centers, A Valley View Inn offers three 
distinct spiritual experiences:
• Sabbath Rest. This path combines time 

alone with God, time with one’s spouse, 
forays into nature and fellowship with 
other guests.

• Bethany Retreat. A Valley View Inn’s 
most popular option, this program is 
a spiritual formation experience for 
couples. 

•  Sinai Experience. Especially valued by 
pastors who attend without a spouse, 
the Sinai Experience uses readings, 
prayers and recreational activities to 
enable pastors to rest quietly in God’s 
presence. 
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