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HOSTS AT CEDARLY TELL THEIR STORY
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ome people
seem to have
always known
where their lives would
lead. Others change
course time and again,
constantly looking for
that perfect path.
And still others believe
every adventure takes
them one step closer to
their true home. Such is the
case with Andy and Nancy
Hagen, hosts of Cedarly, the
beautiful Pastors Retreat
Network facility in Wisconsin.

COMING HOME

Andy and Nancy have been involved
in ministry since they first met at Moody
Bible Institute. Following graduation from
seminary, Andy became a chaplain in
the U.S. Army, and Nancy worked with
him at various posts in the United States
and Germany.

After 22 years of military service, Andy
and Nancy decided to pursue some
new adventures, which led to full-time
pastorates in Chicago and Denver.

While working in Chicago, the Hagens
first visited Cedarly—as guests. Their week
at the picturesque retreat on 6.5 wooded
acres led to a realization that God
was calling them to minister to and
care for pastors.

with the Pastors Retreat Network
staff—initially just to ask questions

and share ideas on pastoral care.
Sometime later, Andy and Nancy began
considering the possibility of opening
their own pastoral retreat center

-~ in Denver. But God had other plans.

Andy and Nancy to be guest hosts at
Cedarly for a week. All went well—so well

are convinced that all of their past
. experiences led them to their new home
- and ministry at Cedarly.

. Andy says.

“That week actually confirmed what
we knew all along,” Andy says.
The Hagens began a conversation

Pastors Retreat Network called to invite

that the Hagens were offered the host
position full time. Looking back, they
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pastors and their spouses learn to rest
. and relax. It's a process that Andy says
. isn’t always easy.

their personal need for renewal.
Next, they must look deep to identify
issues that are interfering with their
spiritual health.

A NATURAL FIT

The transition to Cedarly was

a natural one, Nancy says. During

their 30 years in ministry, the Hagens
lived in many places and traveled
extensively. The Hagen home was
always filled with visiting pastors,
friends and family.

“We enjoy having people stay
in our home,” Nancy says. “And |
long felt a desire to run a bed-

and-breakfast that ministered to
pastors.”
“We feel like our entire adult
life was preparation for this ministry,’

The Hagens especially enjoy helping

First, guests must acknowledge

Andy and Nancy tell their guests that
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it is okay—even essential—to make time
for personal spiritual renewal. They also
encourage their new friends to continue

meaningful, soul-enriching time with God
compensation packages.

after they leave Cedarly.

and committed. In other words, retreats
aren't just for fixing problems.

Some denominations now build
sabbatical time into their pastors’
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- was, Andy says.

As pastor couples recognize a need for

quiet and solitude, many vow to schedule
time for reflection—and to create a
- regular, personal Sabbath in their lives.

“We are b€1’€ to create an environment tb&lthEES pastorsfmm OMtSiCZE

distractions and allows them to Spend time and energy with tbe@

and their spouses. We oﬁ“er resources, encouragement and questions

to belp them reconnect to their callings or refresb their spirits.”’

GREATER RECOGNITION
OF NEED
Pastors often feel guilty about

excuses—not enough time...worry about
leaving a congregation behind...fears
that self-reflection is a sign of weakness
or selfishness. Happily, Nancy says a
change of perspective is well underway.
“We’ve observed a real shift over the
last few years, as more denominations
recognize that sabbaticals and Sabbath
rest are important,” she says. “Churches
are finding that retreats can be truly
restorative and help pastors stay healthy

TOGETHER IN PURPOSE

The Hagens have observed that each

guest has his or her own needs and
getting away to nurture their own spiritual
health. Andy and Nancy have heard many

unique way of listening to God. While
many who walk in the door are just tired

© and searching, others arrive with precise
. goals in mind.

For example, one couple committed to

reading the entire New Testament aloud
to each other during their stay so they
could better hear and connect with the
- Word of God.

Though specifics may vary from person

to person, some themes are universal.
. Almost all the pastors leave Cedarly,

saying, “l had no idea how tired | really

Much of the personal growth during

a retreat occurs quietly in guests’ hearts

- and minds. However, Andy notes that
Cedarly is anything but solemn. As pas-
tors from different denominations join
together, the sense of fellowship is fun
and enlightening. Through community
lunches and casual evenings of games or
conversation, they realize more fully how
people from diverse backgrounds and
traditions have a heart for God.

Andy and Nancy share this heart for

God. They love taking care of pastors who
so unselfishly care for others. And Cedarly
- guests couldn’t have more gracious and

loving hosts.

WHAT PASTORS RETREAT NETWORK MEANS TO US

“Andy and | came to Cedarly twice while serving in a church
in lllinois. When we walked through the front door and got a
glimpse of what the week would be like, Andy knew he wanted
to be a part of this someday. The second time we came, we

were broken and hurting. Cedarly became a special place
where God not only spoke to us but ministered to us person-
ally. Little did we know that we would return one day to live,
work and minister at this wonderful retreat called Cedarly.”

in them.”
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“It feels like all of my life has been preparation for serving
the church by serving pastors. Pastors Retreat Network
gave us the opportunity to employ our gifts, interests and
experience in a ministry of encouragement and spiritual
growth. Serving at Cedarly shows us what God can

do in hearts and lives when people take sufficient time

to hear and reflect on what God wants to say and do
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