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/ﬁitbful to the Call

ave and Candy

Hickerson could

never have
imagined where their
faith journey would take
them. The nearing “empty
nest” season of life
invited them to explore
with God how they could
best serve Him in the
years to come. Dave and
Candy followed the Lord
along unknown paths and
discovered a Father who
acts on behalf of those
who wait for him.

THE VISION UNFOLDS

As successful business and community
leaders, Dave and Candy had learned
much about following God to new
adventures. In 1992, God led them to
purchase land—beautiful and
undeveloped—from “Dandy” Don
Meredith. “Hearing his nickname was
not a mere coincidence for us.” Candy
says. “We called the Christmas tree farm
we lived on Dandy Farm—a blending of
Dave and Candy’

After five years of weekends spent

fencing the land and rebuilding the lakes,

it was finally time to build.

“We began to hear God whisper ‘retreat

center’,
farm house for retirement and quiet

Dave and Can

Dave says. Their dream of a small -
. house they'd ever built (or imagined!).

Selah Inn,

etreat Network facility in Texas.
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- family weekends was not God’s intention
for them. He had bigger plans, revealed

as they earnestly prayed and listened for
His answer. :

“Gradually, a vision of a small-group

retreat center unfolded—where people
could escape life’s hectic pace and enjoy :
the beauty of His creation, great food and
- deep rest,” Candy says.

A TIME FOR ACTION

Candy began sketching plans for the

house—something she’d done for houses
they'd built in the past. But, this time, the
house kept growing, and the plans kept
going—right off the edges of the paper.

The final design was bigger than any

Then one day, Dave knew it was
time to quit imagining and start
doing. However, financing such an
undertaking would mean selling
their Christmas tree farm.

“You know, you pray all kinds
of prayers—prayers sitting down,
prayers standing up ... Then, there
are the flat-on-your-face-on-the-
floor prayers. That’s the kind of
prayer | prayed when Dave said it
was time,” Candy says.

Candy considered how her
entire life would be affected. She turned
to God for peace, saying if God sold
Dandy Farm without a realtor, she would

know that the whole thing was from God,
© and she would obediently go.

Happily unburdened, Candy went on

with her life, never telling Dave of her
. prayer. Weeks later, a stranger showed up
- at Dandy Farm, looking for an old friend.

He said he was looking for a new home

for his family. Within days, the transac-
tion was completed, and the Hickersons
. started their next great faith adventure.

Retreat Center: Selah Inn at the Ranch
Location: Mount Vernon, Texas

- Setting: a 17,000-square-foot retreat
on two square miles of ranchland in the
~ rolling pastures of East Texas.

* Hosts: Dave and Candy Hickerson
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A MIRACULOUS LAUNCH :
The God-connections continued and their
new 17,000-square-foot home soon :
became a reality. As the last picture was

¢

. ministry to pour his life and heart into.

Pastors Retreat Network was looking for

- anew retreat location. A partnership was
born and countless pastors and spouses
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them. They've also learned something
about “Selah” It is a biblical Hebrew
word that means pause or rest. Dave and
Candy invite you to pause, rest with them

%verytbing 9 bave came from%, 1Y) everytbing
ﬂbmw%mMﬁwbmkﬁ?ﬁ%.

hung one Monday morning, the phone
rang. The voice on the other end said,
“We hear you do retreats”

“Uh, yes”

“How much do you charge?”

“We don’t know, but we’ll get back to
you on that” And so the retreat ministry
of Selah Inn at the Ranch was born in
August, 1999, and the Hickersons have
gladly served pastors, couples, church
and business retreats ever since.

A DIVINE PARTNERSHIP

In January 2007, Pastors Retreat
Network approached the Hickersons _
about Selah Inn becoming a retreat loca-
tion. The timing was pure God. Dave was
preparing to retire and looking for a new

are now able to spend five very special
days in God’s presence, loved on by
: God’s people at Selah Ranch.

Entrance of Selah Inn at the Ranch

In the busy behind-the-scenes places

- of the retreat center and ranch, you'll find -
guests and contribute to the financial
well-being of the ministry. They are

~ partners in every sense of the word. &

Dave and Candy tirelessly working toward

excellence. They happily welcome guests
~ to their home and share their lives with

v o4

in the beauty of God’s creation and bask
-~ in the Son.

The Hickersons have gained many

important lessons on this journey. God
is a loving God who communicates

with us and cares for us in personal

- ways. What Dave and Candy receive is
theirs to steward for the advancement
of the Kingdom. They bear the weight of
stewardship thoughtfully and prayerfully—
dreaming “God dreams” and serving
others. The couple’s involvement with
Pastors Retreat Network is one of many
110-percent commitments they make to
- the Kingdom. They constantly promote

the ministry, pray for the work, serve the

WHAT PASTORS RETREAT NETWORK MEANS TO US

Looking back, Dave and Candy can see how God prepared them for the ministry they provide at Selah.

“My businesses grew and thrived because throughout my life God was positioning me for blessing. Everything | have came from
Him, so everything should go back to Him. | tried to build relationships of trust and Christian values. My customers knew | was a
Christian. Not one of them is surprised that | do what | do today.”
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